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THE BIRTH OF THE CHURCH AT 

THESSALONICA  
ACTS 17:1-9 

 

 

Text:       
  
Introduction:   
 
Just before leaving Philippi Paul and Silas go and bid 
farewell to Lydia, and the brethren. 
 
They then journey to the city of Thessalonica, and as 
Paul’s manner was he began to preach the Gospel.  As 
we continue looking at the method of missions, notice: 
 

1.  THEIR FAITHFULNESS (VS. 1-3) 
 
Acts 17:1-3  
1 

Now when they had passed through Amphipolis and Apollonia, 

they came to Thessalonica, where was a synagogue of the Jews: 
2 

And Paul, as his manner was, went in unto them, and three 

sabbath days reasoned with them out of the scriptures, 
3 

Opening 

and alleging, that Christ must needs have suffered, and risen 

again from the dead; and that this Jesus, whom I preach unto you, 

is Christ.  

 
 A.  Consistency 
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2.  THEIR FRUIT (VS. 4) 
 
Acts 17:4  
4 

And some of them believed, and consorted with Paul and Silas; 

and of the devout Greeks a great multitude, and of the chief 

women not a few.  

 
A.  Some Jews believed 
 
B.  Many Gentiles 

 

3.  THEIR FOES (VS. 5-9) 
 
Acts 17:5-9  
5 

But the Jews which believed not, moved with envy, took unto 

them certain lewd fellows of the baser sort, and gathered a 

company, and set all the city on an uproar, and assaulted the 

house of Jason, and sought to bring them out to the people. 
6 

And 

when they found them not, they drew Jason and certain brethren 

unto the rulers of the city, crying, These that have turned the 

world upside down are come hither also; 
7 

Whom Jason hath 

received: and these all do contrary to the decrees of Caesar, 

saying that there is another king, one Jesus. 
8 

And they troubled 

the people and the rulers of the city, when they heard these 

things. 
9 

And when they had taken security of Jason, and of the 

other, they let them go.  

 
 A.  The Assault (vs. 5) 
 
 B.  The Arrest (vs. 6a) 
 
 C.  The Accusation (vs. 6b-9) 
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Notice the characteristics of this church 
 
1.  Their work of faith (1 Thess. 1:3) 
 
2.  Their labor of love (1 Thess. 1:3) 
 
3.  Patience (1 Thess. 1:3) 
 
4.  Afflicted (1 Thess. 1:6) 
 
5.  An Example (1 Thess. 1:7-10) 
 
6.  Charity (1 Thess. 3:6) 
 
7.  Growing (2 Thess. 1:3) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


