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THE GREAT WHORE  
REVELATION 17 

 

 

Text: Revelation 17:1 
 
Revelation 17:1  
1 

And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven 

vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will 

shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon 

many waters:  

Introduction:   
 
This chapter is devoted to a solemn subject.  It’s the 
doom of a system of error, religious in character, and 
so close in resemblance to true Christianity that 
millions will be deceived by it.  The system is called 
“the great whore.”  It is the huge ecumenical church of 
the last days.  This system is taking shape today right 
before our eyes and is being described as a step 
forward toward unity and world peace.  We read of this 
many times if God’s Word. 
 
2 Thessalonians 2:3  
3 

Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not 

come, except there come a falling away first, and that man of sin 

be revealed, the son of perdition;  

 

1 Timothy 4:1-3  
1 

Now the Spirit speaketh expressly, that in the latter times some 

shall depart from the faith, giving heed to seducing spirits, and 

doctrines of devils; 
2 

Speaking lies in hypocrisy; having their 
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conscience seared with a hot iron; 
3 

Forbidding to marry, and 

commanding to abstain from meats, which God hath created to be 

received with thanksgiving of them which believe and know the 

truth.  

 

2 Timothy 3:1-3  
1 

This know also, that in the last days perilous times shall come. 
2 

For men shall be lovers of their own selves, covetous, boasters, 

proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 
3 

Without natural affection, trucebreakers, false accusers, 

incontinent, fierce, despisers of those that are good,  

 

2 Timothy 4:3-4  
3 

For the time will come when they will not endure sound 

doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves 

teachers, having itching ears; 
4 

And they shall turn away their 

ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables.  

At the close of chapter 16 we read that the “great 
Babylon” came into remembrance before God. 
 
Revelation 16:19  
19 

And the great city was divided into three parts, and the cities of 

the nations fell: and great Babylon came in remembrance before 

God, to give unto her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his 

wrath.  

The specifics of her judgment are now being described. 
 
In order to identify Babylon, we are led back to the 
book of Genesis. 
 
In Genesis 10 we are introduced to a man named 
Nimrod.  He was the founder of Babylon. 
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Genesis 10:10  
10 

And the beginning of his kingdom was Babel, and Erech, and 

Accad, and Calneh, in the land of Shinar.  

Babylon was an imitation of that which was real and 
true. 
 
Genesis 11:1-9  
1 

And the whole earth was of one language, and of one speech. 
2 

And it came to pass, as they journeyed from the east, that they 

found a plain in the land of Shinar; and they dwelt there. 
3 

And 

they said one to another, Go to, let us make brick, and burn them 

throughly. And they had brick for stone, and slime had they for 

morter. 
4 

And they said, Go to, let us build us a city and a tower, 

whose top may reach unto heaven; and let us make us a name, 

lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth. 
5 

And the LORD came down to see the city and the tower, which 

the children of men builded. 
6 

And the LORD said, Behold, the 

people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin 

to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they 

have imagined to do. 
7 

Go to, let us go down, and there confound 

their language, that they may not understand one another's 

speech. 
8 

So the LORD scattered them abroad from thence upon 

the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city. 
9 

Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the LORD did 

there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did 

the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.  

We read that they had brick for stone, but their mortar 
was made of slime. 
 
The spirit of Babylon was a manmade way of salvation 
through works as opposed to God’s way of grace. 
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The spirit of Babylon is seen later under the rule of 
Nebuchadnezzar.  He made a huge image of himself 
and attempted to bring all people by force to worship 
his image. (Daniel 3) 
 

1.  THE BABYLONIAN MOTHER (VSS. 1-6) 
 
Revelation 17:1-6  
1 

And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven 

vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will 

shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon 

many waters: 
2 

With whom the kings of the earth have committed 

fornication, and the inhabitants of the earth have been made 

drunk with the wine of her fornication. 
3 

So he carried me away 

in the spirit into the wilderness: and I saw a woman sit upon a 

scarlet coloured beast, full of names of blasphemy, having seven 

heads and ten horns. 
4 

And the woman was arrayed in purple and 

scarlet colour, and decked with gold and precious stones and 

pearls, having a golden cup in her hand full of abominations and 

filthiness of her fornication: 
5 

And upon her forehead was a name 

written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER 

OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH. 
6 

And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and 

with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I 

wondered with great admiration.  

 A.  Her popularity (vss. 1, 15) 
 
Revelation 17:1  
1 

And there came one of the seven angels which had the seven 

vials, and talked with me, saying unto me, Come hither; I will 

shew unto thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth upon 

many waters:  

 

Revelation 17:15  
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15 
And he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the 

whore sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and 

tongues.  

 World-wide influence.  This religious system will 
have the ear of the world!  When you reject the 
truth, you will be sucked into by a lie. 

 
 B.  Her perversion (vss. 2) 
 
Revelation 17:2  
2 

With whom the kings of the earth have committed fornication, 

and the inhabitants of the earth have been made drunk with the 

wine of her fornication.  

 She will use her charms to deceive the world into 
thinking she is the right way. 

 
 C.  Her prediction (vss. 3, 9) 
 
Revelation 17:3  
3 

So he carried me away in the spirit into the wilderness: and I 

saw a woman sit upon a scarlet coloured beast, full of names of 

blasphemy, having seven heads and ten horns.  

 

Revelation 17:9  
9 

And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The seven heads are 

seven mountains, on which the woman sitteth.  

This church is upheld by the power of the beast.   
 
 D.  Her prosperity (vss. 4) 
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Revelation 17:4  
4 

And the woman was arrayed in purple and scarlet colour, and 

decked with gold and precious stones and pearls, having a golden 

cup in her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her 

fornication:  

 We see and hear a lot of prosperity religion 
today. 

 
 E.  Her personality (vss. 5) 
 
Revelation 17:5  
5 

And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, 

BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND 

ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH.  

 F.  Her persecutions (vss. 6) 
 
Revelation 17:6  
6 

And I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the saints, and 

with the blood of the martyrs of Jesus: and when I saw her, I 

wondered with great admiration.  

 This system is responsible for the deaths of the 
saints of the Lord.  From Cain and Abel to the 
Tribulation saints, this religious system has been 
responsible for the martyrdom of 10's of millions 
on Christians. 
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2.  THE BABYLONIAN MONSTER (VSS.7-13) 
 
Revelation 17:7-13  
7 

And the angel said unto me, Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will 

tell thee the mystery of the woman, and of the beast that carrieth 

her, which hath the seven heads and ten horns. 
8 

The beast that 

thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out of the 

bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell on the 

earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the book of 

life from the foundation of the world, when they behold the beast 

that was, and is not, and yet is. 
9 

And here is the mind which hath 

wisdom. The seven heads are seven mountains, on which the 

woman sitteth. 
10 

And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and 

one is, and the other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he 

must continue a short space. 
11 

And the beast that was, and is not, 

even he is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into 

perdition. 
12 

And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, 

which have received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as 

kings one hour with the beast. 
13 

These have one mind, and shall 

give their power and strength unto the beast.  

 A.  The identity of the beast (vss. 8, 10-11) 
 
Revelation 17:8  
8 

The beast that thou sawest was, and is not; and shall ascend out 

of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition: and they that dwell 

on the earth shall wonder, whose names were not written in the 

book of life from the foundation of the world, when they behold 

the beast that was, and is not, and yet is.  

 

Revelation 17:10-11  
10 

And there are seven kings: five are fallen, and one is, and the 

other is not yet come; and when he cometh, he must continue a 

short space. 
11 

And the beast that was, and is not, even he is the 

eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into perdition.  
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 B.  The identification of the horns (vss. 12-13) 
 
Revelation 17:12-13  
12 

And the ten horns which thou sawest are ten kings, which have 

received no kingdom as yet; but receive power as kings one hour 

with the beast. 
13 

These have one mind, and shall give their power 

and strength unto the beast.  

 The 10 nation confederancy of the revived 
Roman Empire. 

3.  THE BABYLONIAN MASSACRE (VSS. 14-
18) 
 
Revelation 17:14-18  
14 

These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall 

overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and 

they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful. 
15 

And 

he saith unto me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore 

sitteth, are peoples, and multitudes, and nations, and tongues. 
16 

And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall 

hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall 

eat her flesh, and burn her with fire. 
17 

For God hath put in their 

hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, and give their kingdom unto 

the beast, until the words of God shall be fulfilled. 
18 

And the 

woman which thou sawest is that great city, which reigneth over 

the kings of the earth.  

 A.  They battle the Lamb (vss. 14) 
 
Revelation 17:14  
14 

These shall make war with the Lamb, and the Lamb shall 

overcome them: for he is Lord of lords, and King of kings: and 

they that are with him are called, and chosen, and faithful.  
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 When they attack the Lord, they are sure to lose. 
 
 B.  They burn the whore (vss. 16) 
 
Revelation 17:16  
16 

And the ten horns which thou sawest upon the beast, these shall 

hate the whore, and shall make her desolate and naked, and shall 

eat her flesh, and burn her with fire.  

 When their religion has served its purpose and 

offers them nothing else, then they will turn on the 

church will utterly destroy her! 
 
 C.  They benefit God (vss. 17) 
 
Revelation 17:17  
17 

For God hath put in their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, 

and give their kingdom unto the beast, until the words of God 

shall be fulfilled.  

 As they carry out their deeds, they are unaware 
that God Himself is using them for His glory and 
to carry out His plans and purposes. 

 

 In the midst of chaos, it is good to know that God 
is still in control! 
 

 


