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INNER CIRCLE CHRISTIANS  
MATTHEW 17 

 

 

Text:       
 
Introduction: 
 
Every church has inner circle Christians.  Jesus Himself 
had inner circle disciples.  By that I’m simply saying that 
they spent more time with the Lord, and the Lord’s 
concerns. 
 
 Inner circle Christians have special: 
 

1.  PRIVILEGES 
 

A.  They witnessed things that others didn’t see         
such as the Mount of Transfiguration. 
 
B.  The Lord in the garden praying. 

 
(Matthew 26:36-46)  "Then cometh Jesus with them 
unto a place called Gethsemane, and saith unto the 
disciples, Sit ye here, while I go and pray yonder. {37} 
And he took with him Peter and the two sons of 
Zebedee, and began to be sorrowful and very heavy. 
{38} Then saith he unto them, My soul is exceeding 
sorrowful, even unto death: tarry ye here, and watch 
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with me. {39} And he went a little farther, and fell on 
his face, and prayed, saying, O my Father, if it be 
possible, let this cup pass from me: nevertheless not as 
I will, but as thou wilt. {40} And he cometh unto the 
disciples, and findeth them asleep, and saith unto 
Peter, What, could ye not watch with me one hour? 
{41} Watch and pray, that ye enter not into temptation: 
the spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak. {42} 
He went away again the second time, and prayed, 
saying, O my Father, if this cup may not pass away from 
me, except I drink it, thy will be done. {43} And he 
came and found them asleep again: for their eyes were 
heavy. {44} And he left them, and went away again, 
and prayed the third time, saying the same words. {45} 
Then cometh he to his disciples, and saith unto them, 
Sleep on now, and take your rest: behold, the hour is at 
hand, and the Son of man is betrayed into the hands of 
sinners. {46} Rise, let us be going: behold, he is at hand 
that doth betray me." 
 

2.  PROTECTION   
 
(Mark 4:35-41)  "And the same day, when the even was 
come, he saith unto them, Let us pass over unto the 
other side. {36} And when they had sent away the 
multitude, they took him even as he was in the ship. 
And there were also with him other little ships. {37} 
And there arose a great storm of wind, and the waves 
beat into the ship, so that it was now full. {38} And he 
was in the hinder part of the ship, asleep on a pillow: 
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and they awake him, and say unto him, Master, carest 
thou not that we perish? {39} And he arose, and 
rebuked the wind, and said unto the sea, Peace, be 
still. And the wind ceased, and there was a great calm. 
{40} And he said unto them, Why are ye so fearful? 
how is it that ye have no faith? {41} And they feared 
exceedingly, and said one to another, What manner of 
man is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?" 
 

A.  When you are close to the Lord He will keep        
you safe. 

 

3.  POWER (ACTS 2-3) 
 
(Acts 2:14-21)  "But Peter, standing up with the eleven, 
lifted up his voice, and said unto them, Ye men of 
Judaea, and all ye that dwell at Jerusalem, be this 
known unto you, and hearken to my words: {15} For 
these are not drunken, as ye suppose, seeing it is but 
the third hour of the day. {16} But this is that which 
was spoken by the prophet Joel; {17} And it shall come 
to pass in the last days, saith God, I will pour out of my 
Spirit upon all flesh: and your sons and your daughters 
shall prophesy, and your young men shall see visions, 
and your old men shall dream dreams: {18} And on my 
servants and on my handmaidens I will pour out in 
those days of my Spirit; and they shall prophesy: {19} 
And I will show wonders in heaven above, and signs in 
the earth beneath; blood, and fire, and vapour of 
smoke: {20} The sun shall be turned into darkness, and 
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the moon into blood, before that great and notable day 
of the Lord come: {21} And it shall come to pass, that 
whosoever shall call on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved." 
 
(Acts 2:37-47)  "Now when they heard this, they were 
pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the 
rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we 
do? {38} Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be 
baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ 
for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of 
the Holy Ghost. {39} For the promise is unto you, and 
to your children, and to all that are afar off, even as 
many as the Lord our God shall call. {40} And with 
many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, 
Save yourselves from this untoward generation. {41} 
Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: 
and the same day there were added unto them about 
three thousand souls. {42} And they continued 
stedfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, and 
in breaking of bread, and in prayers. {43} And fear 
came upon every soul: and many wonders and signs 
were done by the apostles. {44} And all that believed 
were together, and had all things common; {45} And 
sold their possessions and goods, and parted them to 
all men, as every man had need. {46} And they, 
continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and 
breaking bread from house to house, did eat their meat 
with gladness and singleness of heart, {47} Praising 
God, and having favour with all the people. And the 
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Lord added to the church daily such as should be 
saved." 
 
(Acts 3:1-7)  "Now Peter and John went up together 
into the temple at the hour of prayer, being the ninth 
hour. {2} And a certain man lame from his mother's 
womb was carried, whom they laid daily at the gate of 
the temple which is called Beautiful, to ask alms of 
them that entered into the temple; {3} Who seeing 
Peter and John about to go into the temple asked an 
alms. {4} And Peter, fastening his eyes upon him with 
John, said, Look on us. {5} And he gave heed unto 
them, expecting to receive something of them. {6} 
Then Peter said, Silver and gold have I none; but such 
as I have give I thee: In the name of Jesus Christ of 
Nazareth rise up and walk. {7} And he took him by the 
right hand, and lifted him up: and immediately his feet 
and ankle bones received strength." 
 

4.  POTENTIAL (THEY WERE GOING PLACES 

FOR GOD) 
 

A.  An education does not make an inner circle        
Christian. 
 
B.  Your status in life is not the way. 
 
C.  It is not how successful you are in business. 
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5.  HOW TO BE AN INNER CIRCLE CHRISTIAN. 
 

A.  Complete obedience to the known will of 
God. 

 
1.  Saved 
 
2.  Baptized 

 
3.  Member of a good Bible preaching,         
believing, practicing Church. 

 
4.  Faithful to services and tithing 
 
5.  Pray 
 
6.  Study God’s Word 
 
7.  Be a soul winner. 

 
B.  Maintaining the right spirit (Mark 10:36-41) 

 
(Mark 10:36-41)  "And he said unto them, What would 
ye that I should do for you? {37} They said unto him, 
Grant unto us that we may sit, one on thy right hand, 
and the other on thy left hand, in thy glory. {38} But 
Jesus said unto them, Ye know not what ye ask: can ye 
drink of the cup that I drink of? and be baptized with 
the baptism that I am baptized with? {39} And they said 
unto him, We can. And Jesus said unto them, Ye shall 
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indeed drink of the cup that I drink of; and with the 
baptism that I am baptized withal shall ye be baptized: 
{40} But to sit on my right hand and on my left hand is 
not mine to give; but it shall be given to them for 
whom it is prepared. {41} And when the ten heard it, 
they began to be much displeased with James and 
John." 
 

1.  Don’t be critical. 
 
2.  There is a price to pay to be on the          
inside. 

 
(Mark 10:43-45)  "But so shall it not be among you: but 
whosoever will be great among you, shall be your 
minister: {44} And whosoever of you will be the 
chiefest, shall be servant of all. {45} For even the Son of 
man came not to be ministered unto, but to minister, 
and to give his life a ransom for many." 
 

C.  A life of dedication and rededication                  
(John 21) Read 

 
Close:   Will you be an inner circle Christian? 
 

 


