
- 1 - 

IF THOU BE THE SON OF GOD  
MATTHEW 4 

 
Text: Matt 4:3, 6 
 
Matthew 4:3  
    And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou 
be the Son of God, command that these stones be 
made bread.  
 
Matthew 4:6  
    And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast 
thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels 
charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall 
bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot 
against a stone.  
 
Introduction:   
 
Temptation is a reality in the life of every person.   
 
1 Cor. 10:13  
    There hath no temptation taken you but such as is 
common to man: but God is faithful, who will not suffer 
you to be tempted above that ye are able; but will with 
the temptation also make a way to escape, that ye may 
be able to bear it.  
 

1.  THE SETTING OF TEMPTATION 
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Following a great spiritual event (Christ had been 
baptized and God had said that He was well pleased) 
 
Often that is when temptation comes – following a 
great spiritual event in our lives. 
 

2.  THE SOURCE OF TEMPTATION 
 
Matthew 4:1  
    Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the wilderness 
to be tempted of the devil.  
 
Matthew 4:3  
    And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou 
be the Son of God, command that these stones be 
made bread.  
 
Matthew 4:5  
    Then the devil taketh him up into the holy city, and 
setteth him on a pinnacle of the temple,  
 
Matthew 4:8  
    Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high 
mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the 
world, and the glory of them;  
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Matthew 4:10  
    Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for 
it is written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and 
him only shalt thou serve.  
 
Matthew 4:11  
    Then the devil leaveth him, and, behold, angels came 
and ministered unto him.  
 
 A.  Temptation comes from the Devil 
 
The Devil is called: 
 

 A  Liar 
 
John 8:44  
    Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your 
father ye will do. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is 
no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of 
his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.  
 

 A Murderer 
 
John 8:44  
    Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your 
father ye will do. He was a murderer from the 
beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is 
no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of 
his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.  
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 A Tempter 

 
Matthew 4:3  
    And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou 
be the Son of God, command that these stones be 
made bread.  
 
1 Thes. 3:5  
    For this cause, when I could no longer forbear, I sent 
to know your faith, lest by some means the tempter 
have tempted you, and our labour be in vain.  
 

 A Devourer 
 
1 Peter 5:8-9  
    Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the 
devil, as a roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom 
he may devour: [9] Whom resist stedfast in the faith, 
knowing that the same afflictions are accomplished in 
your brethren that are in the world.  
 

3.  THE SCOPE OF TEMPTATION 
 
Matthew 4:3-10  
    And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou 
be the Son of God, command that these stones be 
made bread. [4] But he answered and said, It is written, 
Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God. [5] Then the 
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devil taketh him up into the holy city, and setteth him 
on a pinnacle of the temple, [6] And saith unto him, If 
thou be the Son of God, cast thyself down: for it is 
written, He shall give his angels charge concerning 
thee: and in their hands they shall bear thee up, lest at 
any time thou dash thy foot against a stone. [7] Jesus 
said unto him, It is written again, Thou shalt not tempt 
the Lord thy God. [8] Again, the devil taketh him up into 
an exceeding high mountain, and sheweth him all the 
kingdoms of the world, and the glory of them; [9] And 
saith unto him, All these things will I give thee, if thou 
wilt fall down and worship me. [10] Then saith Jesus 
unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou 
shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou 
serve.  
 
We know that Christ was tempted in the same areas 
that we are tempted in leaving us an example that as 
we trust in Him and ponder His word that we can 
overcome temptation. 
 
Hebrews 4:15  
    For we have not an high priest which cannot be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities; but was in 
all points tempted like as we are, yet without sin.  
 
Note the three areas Christ was tempted in are the 
same areas that we deal with: 
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1 John 2:16  
    For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh, and 
the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the 
Father, but is of the world.  
 

 Human Appetite – Lust of the Flesh 
 
Matthew 4:3-4  
    And when the tempter came to him, he said, If thou 
be the Son of God, command that these stones be 
made bread. [4] But he answered and said, It is written, 
Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.  
 
Remember the Lord had now fasted for 40 days. 
 

 Human Applause – Lust of the Eyes 
 
Matthew 4:6-7  
    And saith unto him, If thou be the Son of God, cast 
thyself down: for it is written, He shall give his angels 
charge concerning thee: and in their hands they shall 
bear thee up, lest at any time thou dash thy foot 
against a stone. [7] Jesus said unto him, It is written 
again, Thou shalt not tempt the Lord thy God.  
 

 Human Assets – Pride of Life 
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Matthew 4:8-10  
    Again, the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high 
mountain, and sheweth him all the kingdoms of the 
world, and the glory of them; [9] And saith unto him, All 
these things will I give thee, if thou wilt fall down and 
worship me. [10] Then saith Jesus unto him, Get thee 
hence, Satan: for it is written, Thou shalt worship the 
Lord thy God, and him only shalt thou serve.  
 

4.  THE SEASON OF TEMPTATION 
 
Luke 4:13  
    And when the devil had ended all the temptation, he 
departed from him for a season.  
 
We know the persistence of the Devil. 
 
Close: 
 
We overcome temptation the same way that the Lord 
Jesus Christ dealt with it. 
 
God’s Word 
 
God’s Strength  


