Designed to be like Him Series

Therefore Glorify God
1 Corinthians 6:19-20

Text: 1 Corinthians 6:20

1 Cor. 6:20
For ye are bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your
body, and in your spirit, which are God's

Introduction:

As we begin this series of messages on “Designed To
Be Like Him,” we must lay the foundation upon what
will follow to be built upon. Over the next several
weeks we will consider our design for fellowship, our
design for conduct, our design for conflict, and our
design for maturity.

In order for us to understand our design for fellowship
we must consider God’s purpose for His children.

What is God’s purpose for His children? Notice:
Read Text (1 Corinthians 6:19-20)
The greatest theme with which the mind and heart of the

child of God can be occupied is the theme of the “glory
of God.”



1. Resources Of Glory

A. Creation

Psalm 19:1
The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament
sheweth his handywork.

« When we consider creation, we find that it was
designed to be an instrument to bring honor and
glory to God.

Col. 1:16

For by him were all things created, that are in heaven, and that
are in earth, visible and invisible, whether they be thrones, or
dominions, or principalities, or powers: all things were created by
him, and for him:

« Paul reminded the Christians at Colossi of this as
well.

» Creation was brought into existence not only for the
benefit of the creatures, but for God’s glory.

B. In The Garden

Genesis 3:8

And they heard the voice of the Lord God walking in the
garden in the cool of the day: and Adam and his wife hid
themselves from the presence of the Lord God amongst the trees
of the garden.



» We understand that not only did Adam and Eve
know the presence of God by His voice, but also by
His glory.

« But this way of revealing His glory was temporary
because Adam and eve rebelled against god and they
were expelled from the Garden.

Genesis 3:23-24

Therefore the Lord God sent him forth from the garden of
Eden, to till the ground from whence he was taken. [24] So he
drove out the man; and he placed at the east of the garden of
Eden Cherubim, and a flaming sword which turned every way, to
keep the way of the tree of life.

C. Moses

In exodus 33 we read how that God took a humble man
and transformed him by revealing His glory to him so
that he might show forth the glory of God.

Exodus 33:18-23

And he said, | beseech thee, shew me thy glory. [19] And he
said, I will make all my goodness pass before thee, and I will
proclaim the name of the Lord before thee; and will be gracious
to whom | will be gracious, and will shew mercy on whom | will
shew mercy. [20] And he said, Thou canst not see my face: for
there shall no man see me, and live. [21] And the Lord said,
Behold, there is a place by me, and thou shalt stand upon a rock:
[22] And it shall come to pass, while my glory passeth by, that |
will put thee in a clift of the rock, and will cover thee with my
hand while | pass by: [23] And | will take away mine hand, and
thou shalt see my back parts: but my face shall not be seen.

The results was seen in Exodus 34.
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Exodus 34:29-30

And it came to pass, when Moses came down from mount
Sinai with the two tables of testimony in Moses' hand, when he
came down from the mount, that Moses wist not that the skin of
his face shone while he talked with him. [30] And when Aaron
and all the children of Israel saw Moses, behold, the skin of his
face shone; and they were afraid to come nigh him.

« But this way of revealing His glory was temporary
as well.

D. Tabernacle

Then God used the Tabernacle as an instrument to
reveal His glory.

The Tabernacle was not a beautiful building, but was
rather made out of the skins of animals, but it is this
humble place that God chooses to reveal His glory.

Exodus 40:34-35

Then a cloud covered the tent of the congregation, and the
glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. [35] And Moses was not
able to enter into the tent of the congregation, because the cloud
abode thereon, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle.

E. Temple

« When the tabernacle no longer served the needs of
God’s people Solomon was permitted to build a
Temple which God would use to reveal His glory.

The record of the dedication of the Temple is found in 1
Kings 8.
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Notice in verse 10

1 Kings 8:10-11

And it came to pass, when the priests were come out of the
holy place, that the cloud filled the house of the Lord, [11] So
that the priests could not stand to minister because of the cloud:
for the glory of the Lord had filled the house of the Lord.

However when we come o the book of Ezekiel we learn
that the glory that once was seen in the Temple has
departed.

Ezekiel 8:1-18

And it came to pass in the sixth year, in the sixth month, in the
fifth day of the month, as | sat in mine house, and the elders of
Judah sat before me, that the hand of the Lord God fell there
upon me. [2] Then | beheld, and lo a likeness as the appearance
of fire: from the appearance of his loins even downward, fire; and
from his loins even upward, as the appearance of brightness, as
the colour of amber. [3] And he put forth the form of an hand,
and took me by a lock of mine head; and the spirit lifted me up
between the earth and the heaven, and brought me in the visions
of God to Jerusalem, to the door of the inner gate that looketh
toward the north; where was the seat of the image of jealousy,
which provoketh to jealousy. [4] And, behold, the glory of the
God of Israel was there, according to the vision that | saw in the
plain.

[5] Then said he unto me, Son of man, lift up thine eyes now
the way toward the north. So | lifted up mine eyes the way
toward the north, and behold northward at the gate of the altar
this image of jealousy in the entry. [6] He said furthermore unto
me, Son of man, seest thou what they do? even the great
abominations that the house of Israel committeth here, that |
should go far off from my sanctuary? but turn thee yet again, and
thou shalt see greater abominations.
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[7] And he brought me to the door of the court; and when |
looked, behold a hole in the wall. [8] Then said he unto me, Son
of man, dig now in the wall: and when | had digged in the wall,
behold a door. [9] And he said unto me, Go in, and behold the
wicked abominations that they do here. [10] So | went in and
saw; and behold every form of creeping things, and abominable
beasts, and all the idols of the house of Israel, pourtrayed upon
the wall round about. [11] And there stood before them seventy
men of the ancients of the house of Israel, and in the midst of
them stood Jaazaniah the son of Shaphan, with every man his
censer in his hand; and a thick cloud of incense went up. [12]
Then said he unto me, Son of man, hast thou seen what the
ancients of the house of Israel do in the dark, every man in the
chambers of his imagery? for they say, The Lord seeth us not; the
Lord hath forsaken the earth.

[13] He said also unto me, Turn thee yet again, and thou shalt
see greater abominations that they do. [14] Then he brought me
to the door of the gate of the Lord's house which was toward the
north; and, behold, there sat women weeping for Tammuz.

[15] Then said he unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of man?
turn thee yet again, and thou shalt see greater abominations than
these. [16] And he brought me into the inner court of the Lord's
house, and, behold, at the door of the temple of the Lord, between
the porch and the altar, were about five and twenty men, with
their backs toward the temple of the Lord, and their faces toward
the east; and they worshipped the sun toward the east.

[17] Then he said unto me, Hast thou seen this, O son of man?
Is it a light thing to the house of Judah that they commit the
abominations which they commit here? for they have filled the
land with violence, and have returned to provoke me to anger:
and, lo, they put the branch to their nose. [18] Therefore will |
also deal in fury: mine eye shall not spare, neither will I have
pity: and though they cry in mine ears with a loud voice, yet will
| not hear them.

We see a further step in the departing glory in Ezekiel
11
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Ezekiel 11:22-23

Then did the cherubims lift up their wings, and the wheels
beside them; and the glory of the God of Israel was over them
above. [23] And the glory of the Lord went up from the midst of
the city, and stood upon the mountain which is on the east side of
the city.

F. The Person of Christ

Its not until we turn to the New Testament that we read
again of the coming glory to the people of God.

John 1:14

And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we
beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,)
full of grace and truth.

What was John speaking of when he say that we beheld
His glory. Than answer is found in Luke 9

Luke 9:28-36

And it came to pass about an eight days after these sayings, he
took Peter and John and James, and went up into a mountain to
pray. [29] And as he prayed, the fashion of his countenance was
altered, and his raiment was white and glistering. [30] And,
behold, there talked with him two men, which were Moses and
Elias: [31] Who appeared in glory, and spake of his decease
which he should accomplish at Jerusalem. [32] But Peter and
they that were with him were heavy with sleep: and when they
were awake, they saw his glory, and the two men that stood with
him. [33] And it came to pass, as they departed from him, Peter
said unto Jesus, Master, it is good for us to be here: and let us
make three tabernacles; one for thee, and one for Moses, and one
for Elias: not knowing what he said. [34] While he thus spake,
there came a cloud, and overshadowed them: and they feared as
they entered into the cloud. [35] And there came a voice out of
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the cloud, saying, This is my beloved Son: hear him. [36] And
when the voice was past, Jesus was found alone. And they kept it
close, and told no man in those days any of those things which
they had seen.

Just as creation and Eden were temporary, just as Moses
and the Tabernacle were temporary, just as the Temple

was temporary, so was Jesus Christ for He ascended by
into Heaven. So how does God reveal His glory today?

G. The Church

* God’s purpose in bringing the church into existence
was that He might reveal His glory through the
church, that believers should be instruments to bring
praise, honor, and glory to Him.

e This is what Paul had in mind in 2 Corinthians 4

2 Cor. 4:6-7

For God, who commanded the light to shine out of darkness,
hath shined in our hearts, to give the light of the knowledge of the
glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.

[7] But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the
excellency of the power may be of God, and not of us.

We also see this in Ephesians 1

Ephes. 1:1-12

Paul, an apostle of Jesus Christ by the will of God, to the saints
which are at Ephesus, and to the faithful in Christ Jesus: [2]
Grace be to you, and peace, from God our Father, and from the
Lord Jesus Christ.

[3] Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in heavenly places
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in Christ: [4] According as he hath chosen us in him before the
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and without
blame before him in love: [5] Having predestinated us unto the
adoption of children by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the
good pleasure of his will, [6] To the praise of the glory of his
grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the beloved. [7] In
whom we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of
sins, according to the riches of his grace; [8] Wherein he hath
abounded toward us in all wisdom and prudence; [9] Having
made known unto us the mystery of his will, according to his
good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself: [10] That in
the dispensation of the fulness of times he might gather together
in one all things in Christ, both which are in heaven, and which
are on earth; even in him: [11] In whom also we have obtained an
inheritance, being predestinated according to the purpose of him
who worketh all things after the counsel of his own will: [12]
That we should be to the praise of his glory, who first trusted in
Christ.

2. The Results

Romans 1:18-32

For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in
unrighteousness; [19] Because that which may be known of God
is manifest in them; for God hath shewed it unto them. [20] For
the invisible things of him from the creation of the world are
clearly seen, being understood by the things that are made, even
his eternal power and Godhead; so that they are without excuse:
[21] Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as
God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their
imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. [22]
Professing themselves to be wise, they became fools, [23] And
changed the glory of the uncorruptible God into an image made
like to corruptible man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and
creeping things. [24] Wherefore God also gave them up to
uncleanness through the lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour
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their own bodies between themselves: [25] Who changed the
truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and served the creature
more than the Creator, who is blessed for ever. Amen. [26] For
this cause God gave them up unto vile affections: for even their
women did change the natural use into that which is against
nature: [27] And likewise also the men, leaving the natural use of
the woman, burned in their lust one toward another; men with
men working that which is unseemly, and receiving in themselves
that recompence of their error which was meet. [28] And even as
they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God gave
them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things which are not
convenient; [29] Being filled with all unrighteousness,
fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of
envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, [30]
Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors
of evil things, disobedient to parents, [31] Without
understanding, covenantbreakers, without natural affection,
implacable, unmerciful: [32] Who knowing the judgment of God,
that they which commit such things are worthy of death, not only
do the same, but have pleasure in them that do them.

Close:

God has chosen believers today to glorify Him.
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