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THERE IS NOT A VESSEL MORE  
2 KINGS 4:1-7 

 

 

Text: 2 Kings 4:6 
 
2 Kings 4:6  
And it came to pass, when the vessels were full, that 
she said unto her son, Bring me yet a vessel. And he 
said unto her, There is not a vessel more. And the oil 
stayed. 
 
Introduction:   
 

1.  PROBLEM WITH THE OWED 
  

A.  Insurmountable Sum (vs. 1) 
 
2 Kings 4:1  
Now there cried a certain woman of the wives of the 
sons of the prophets unto Elisha, saying, Thy servant 
my husband is dead; and thou knowest that thy servant 
did fear the Lord: and the creditor is come to take unto 
him my two sons to be bondmen.  
 
 We too, were born with a debt that we cannot 

pay. 
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B.  Injustice Sought (Lev. 25:39-46) 
 
Leviticus 25:39-46  
And if thy brother that dwelleth by thee be waxen 
poor, and be sold unto thee; thou shalt not compel him 
to serve as a bondservant: 40But as an hired servant, 
and as a sojourner, he shall be with thee, and shall 
serve thee unto the year of jubile: 41And then shall he 
depart from thee, both he and his children with him, 
and shall return unto his own family, and unto the 
possession of his fathers shall he return. 42For they are 
my servants, which I brought forth out of the land of 
Egypt: they shall not be sold as bondmen. 43Thou shalt 
not rule over him with rigour; but shalt fear thy God. 
44Both thy bondmen, and thy bondmaids, which thou 
shalt have, shall be of the heathen that are round 
about you; of them shall ye buy bondmen and 
bondmaids. 45Moreover of the children of the 
strangers that do sojourn among you, of them shall ye 
buy, and of their families that are with you, which they 
begat in your land: and they shall be your possession. 
46And ye shall take them as an inheritance for your 
children after you, to inherit them for a possession; 
they shall be your bondmen for ever: but over your 
brethren the children of Israel, ye shall not rule one 
over another with rigour.  
 
 Christ was done a great deal of injustice. 
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C.  Inquiry Sounded (vs. 2) 
 
2 Kings 4:2  
And Elisha said unto her, What shall I do for thee? tell 
me, what hast thou in the house? And she said, Thine 
handmaid hath not any thing in the house, save a pot 
of oil.  
 
 What shall I do? 

 
 What hast thou? 

 

2. POT OF OIL 
 
Oil is a type of the Holy Spirit.   
 
Ephes. 5:18  
And be not drunk with wine, wherein is excess; but be 
filled with the Spirit;  
 
Zech. 4:6  
Then he answered and spake unto me, saying, This is 
the word of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, saying, Not by 
might, nor by power, but by my spirit, saith the Lord of 
hosts.  
 
Illustration of spirit filled Christians 
 

A.  Comparison - A drunken man vs. A spirit        
filled man 
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 A drunk is controlled by another power. 
 
 A spirit filled is controlled by another person. 

 
B.  Commandments 

 
 Be not drunk 

 
 Be filled  

 
C.  Conditions 

   
1.  Thirsting 

 
Isaiah 44:3  
For I will pour water upon him that is thirsty, and 
floods upon the dry ground: I will pour my spirit upon 
thy seed, and my blessing upon thine offspring:  
 
John 7:37  
In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood 
and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto 
me, and drink.  
 

2.  Believing    
 
John 7:37-38  
In the last day, that great day of the feast, Jesus stood 
and cried, saying, If any man thirst, let him come unto 
me, and drink. 38He that believeth on me, as the 
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scripture hath said, out of his belly shall flow rivers of 
living water.  
 

3.  Asking       
 
Luke 11:13  
If ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts unto 
your children: how much more shall your heavenly 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?  
 

4.  Right Reason 
    

Acts 1:8  
But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.  
 

D.  Consequences 
 

1.  Holy Spirit strengthens the believer         
(Eph.  3:16) 

 
Ephes. 3:16  
That he would grant you, according to the riches of his 
glory, to be strengthened with might by his Spirit in the 
inner man;  
 

2.  Holy Spirit leads the believer (Rom. 
8:14) 
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Romans 8:14  
For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, they are the 
sons of God.  
 

3.  Holy Spirit helps the believer          
understand the Bible (I John 2:27) 

 
1 John 2:27  
But the anointing which ye have received of him 
abideth in you, and ye need not that any man teach 
you: but as the same anointing teacheth you of all 
things, and is truth, and is no lie, and even as it hath 
taught you, ye shall abide in him.  
 

4.  He guides the believer in prayer          
(Rom.  8:26) 

 
Romans 8:26  
Likewise the Spirit also helpeth our infirmities: for we 
know not what we should pray for as we ought: but the 
Spirit itself maketh intercession for us with groanings 
which cannot be uttered.  
 

5.  He provides the power to make us         
witnesses (Acts 1:8) 

Acts 1:8  
But ye shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is 
come upon you: and ye shall be witnesses unto me 
both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, 
and unto the uttermost part of the earth.  
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John 1:15-16  
John bare witness of him, and cried, saying, This was he 
of whom I spake, He that cometh after me is preferred 
before me: for he was before me. 16And of his fulness 
have all we received, and grace for grace. 
  

3.  PRACTICE OF OBEDIENCE 
 
Luke 6:46-49  
And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things 
which I say? 47Whosoever cometh to me, and heareth 
my sayings, and doeth them, I will shew you to whom 
he is like: 48He is like a man which built an house, and 
digged deep, and laid the foundation on a rock: and 
when the flood arose, the stream beat vehemently 
upon that house, and could not shake it: for it was 
founded upon a rock. 49But he that heareth, and doeth 
not, is like a man that without a foundation built an 
house upon the earth; against which the stream did 
beat vehemently, and immediately it fell; and the ruin 
of that house was great.  
 
James 1:23  
For if any be a hearer of the word, and not a doer, he is 
like unto a man beholding his natural face in a glass:  
 
James 1:25  
But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, and 
continueth therein, he being not a forgetful hearer, but 
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a doer of the work, this man shall be blessed in his 
deed.  
Obedience brings with it: 
 

A.  Stability - could not shake it. 
 

B.  Safety 
 
Deut. 30:1-10  
And it shall come to pass, when all these things are 
come upon thee, the blessing and the curse, which I 
have set before thee, and thou shalt call them to mind 
among all the nations, whither the Lord thy God hath 
driven thee, 2And shalt return unto the Lord thy God, 
and shalt obey his voice according to all that I 
command thee this day, thou and thy children, with all 
thine heart, and with all thy soul; 3That then the Lord 
thy God will turn thy captivity, and have compassion 
upon thee, and will return and gather thee from all the 
nations, whither the Lord thy God hath scattered thee. 
4If any of thine be driven out unto the outmost parts of 
heaven, from thence will the Lord thy God gather thee, 
and from thence will he fetch thee: 5And the Lord thy 
God will bring thee into the land which thy fathers 
possessed, and thou shalt possess it; and he will do 
thee good, and multiply thee above thy fathers. 6And 
the Lord thy God will circumcise thine heart, and the 
heart of thy seed, to love the Lord thy God with all 
thine heart, and with all thy soul, that thou mayest live. 
7And the Lord thy God will put all these curses upon 
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thine enemies, and on them that hate thee, which 
persecuted thee. 8And thou shalt return and obey the 
voice of the Lord, and do all his commandments which I 
command thee this day. 9And the Lord thy God will 
make thee plenteous in every work of thine hand, in 
the fruit of thy body, and in the fruit of thy cattle, and 
in the fruit of thy land, for good: for the Lord will again 
rejoice over thee for good, as he rejoiced over thy 
fathers: 10If thou shalt hearken unto the voice of the 
Lord thy God, to keep his commandments and his 
statutes which are written in this book of the law, and 
if thou turn unto the Lord thy God with all thine heart, 
and with all thy soul.  
 

C.  Satisfaction 
 
Deut. 6:1-5  
Now these are the commandments, the statutes, and 
the judgments, which the Lord your God commanded 
to teach you, that ye might do them in the land whither 
ye go to possess it: 2That thou mightest fear the Lord 
thy God, to keep all his statutes and his 
commandments, which I command thee, thou, and thy 
son, and thy son's son, all the days of thy life; and that 
thy days may be prolonged.  
3Hear therefore, O Israel, and observe to do it; that it 
may be well with thee, and that ye may increase 
mightily, as the Lord God of thy fathers hath promised 
thee, in the land that floweth with milk and honey. 
4Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God is one Lord: 5And 
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thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thine heart, 
and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.  
 

4.  PRINCIPLES OBSERVED 
  

 A.  Use what you have 
 
 A pot of oil 

 
 Little lad’s lunch 

 
 Moses’ rod or staff 

 
 Sling in David’s hand 

 
B.  Obedience results in blessings 

 
Isaiah 1:19-20  
If ye be willing and obedient, ye shall eat the good of 
the land: 20But if ye refuse and rebel, ye shall be 
devoured with the sword: for the mouth of the Lord 
hath spoken it.  
 
Exodus 19:5-6  
Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and 
keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure 
unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: 
6And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an 
holy nation. These are the words which thou shalt 
speak unto the children of Israel.  
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Deut. 11:26  
Behold, I set before you this day a blessing and a curse;  
 
1 Samuel 12:14-15  
If ye will fear the Lord, and serve him, and obey his 
voice, and not rebel against the commandment of the 
Lord, then shall both ye and also the king that reigneth 
over you continue following the Lord your God: 15But 
if ye will not obey the voice of the Lord, but rebel 
against the commandment of the Lord, then shall the 
hand of the Lord be against you, as it was against your 
fathers.  
 
1 Samuel 15:22-23  
And Samuel said, Hath the Lord as great delight in 
burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of 
the Lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and 
to hearken than the fat of rams. 23For rebellion is as 
the sin of witchcraft, and stubbornness is as iniquity 
and idolatry. Because thou hast rejected the word of 
the Lord, he hath also rejected thee from being king.  
 
Job 36:11-12  
If they obey and serve him, they shall spend their days 
in prosperity, and their years in pleasures. 12But if they 
obey not, they shall perish by the sword, and they shall 
die without knowledge.  
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Jeremiah 7:23  
But this thing commanded I them, saying, Obey my 
voice, and I will be your God, and ye shall be my 
people: and walk ye in all the ways that I have 
commanded you, that it may be well unto you.  
 
Jeremiah 11:4  
Which I commanded your fathers in the day that I 
brought them forth out of the land of Egypt, from the 
iron furnace, saying, Obey my voice, and do them, 
according to all which I command you: so shall ye be 
my people, and I will be your God:  
 
Acts 5:29  
Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, 
We ought to obey God rather than men.  
 

C.  All that is needed is an empty vessel 
 
 We will be filled with either self or the Spirit 

 
D.  There is always a need for more empty          
vessels 

   
Matthew 9:38  
Pray ye therefore the Lord of the harvest, that he will 
send forth labourers into his harvest.  
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Luke 10:2  
Therefore said he unto them, The harvest truly is great, 
but the labourers are few: pray ye therefore the Lord 
of the harvest, that he would send forth labourers into 
his harvest.  
 

E.  When there are no more vessels the oil         
will stop 

 


