SEARCH DILIGENTLY
MATTHEW 2

Text: Matthew 2:8

Matthew 2:8

8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, and said, Go and
search diligently for the young child; and when ye have
found him, bring me word again, that | may come and
worship him also.

Introduction:

The older | get and the more that observe people,
situations and actions the more that | realize that
people are seeking, for what I’'m not certain, and I'm
not certain that they know as well.

The Bible does instruct us to “Seek the Lord.” In
determining reason often people ask the simplest of
questions. Who What When Where and Why. We
have already determined the who in this case it is the
Lord. Notice with me as we attempt to answer the rest
of these questions concerning this command.

1. Places

In order to find someone or something one must look
in the right place. However that is not the case with
everyone.

A. Wrong Places
1. Parents (Luke 2:43-50)

(Luke 2:43-50) "And when they had fulfilled the days,
as they returned, the child Jesus tarried behind in
Jerusalem; and Joseph and his mother knew not of it.
{44} But they, supposing him to have been in the
company, went a day's journey; and they sought him
among their kinsfolk and acquaintance. {45} And when
they found him not, they turned back again to
Jerusalem, seeking him. {46} And it came to pass, that
after three days they found him in the temple, sitting in
the midst of the doctors, both hearing them, and
asking them questions. {47} And all that heard him
were astonished at his understanding and answers.
{48} And when they saw him, they were amazed: and
his mother said unto him, Son, why hast thou thus
dealt with us? behold, thy father and | have sought
thee sorrowing. {49} And he said unto them, How is it
that ye sought me? wist ye not that | must be about my
Father's business? {50} And they understood not the
saying which he spake unto them."



2. Peers (Luke 24:1-10)

(Luke 24:1-10) "Now upon the first day of the week,
very early in the morning, they came unto the
sepulchre, bringing the spices which they had
prepared, and certain others with them. {2} And they
found the stone rolled away from the sepulchre. {3}
And they entered in, and found not the body of the
Lord Jesus. {4} And it came to pass, as they were much
perplexed thereabout, behold, two men stood by them
in shining garments: {5} And as they were afraid, and
bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto
them, Why seek ye the living among the dead? {6} He is
not here, but is risen: remember how he spake unto
you when he was yet in Galilee, {7} Saying, The Son of
man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men,
and be crucified, and the third day rise again. {8} And
they remembered his words, {9} And returned from the
sepulchre, and told all these things unto the eleven,
and to all the rest. {10} It was Mary Magdalene, and
Joanna, and Mary the mother of James, and other
women that were with them, which told these things
unto the apostles."

3. People
1. Many people today are seeking

in all the wrong places some of
which include:

a. Buildings and Shrines
b. People and religious leaders
c. Drugs and Alcohol
B. Right places
1. Scriptures
2. Salvation
3. Service
Are you seeking today? If so where are you seeking?
2. Purposes

Often was the case that people sought for the Lord for
the wrong reasons.

A. Herod (Matt 2:1-8)

(Matthew 2:1-8) "Now when Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, there came wise men from the east to
Jerusalem, {2} Saying, Where is he that is born King of
the Jews? for we have seen his star in the east, and are
come to worship him. {3} When Herod the king had
heard these things, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem
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with him. {4} And when he had gathered all the chief
priests and scribes of the people together, he
demanded of them where Christ should be born. {5}
And they said unto him, In Bethlehem of Judaea: for
thus it is written by the prophet, {6} And thou
Bethlehem, in the land of Juda, art not the least among
the princes of Juda: for out of thee shall come a
Governor, that shall rule my people Israel. {7} Then
Herod, when he had privily called the wise men,
inquired of them diligently what time the star
appeared. {8} And he sent them to Bethlehem, and
said, Go and search diligently for the young child; and
when ye have found him, bring me word again, that |
may come and worship him also."

1. Covering his bloody design with the
pretense of reverence. There is never a
worse sin in the world than that which a
man covers over with the cloak of
religion.

B. Hungary (John 6:22-29)

(John 6:22-29) "The day following, when the people
which stood on the other side of the sea saw that there
was none other boat there, save that one whereinto
his disciples were entered, and that Jesus went not
with his disciples into the boat, but that his disciples
were gone away alone; {23} (Howbeit there came other
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boats from Tiberias nigh unto the place where they did
eat bread, after that the Lord had given thanks:) {24}
When the people therefore saw that Jesus was not
there, neither his disciples, they also took shipping, and
came to Capernaum, seeking for Jesus. {25} And when
they had found him on the other side of the sea, they
said unto him, Rabbi, when camest thou hither? {26}
Jesus answered them and said, Verily, verily, | say unto
you, Ye seek me, not because ye saw the miracles, but
because ye did eat of the loaves, and were filled. {27}
Labour not for the meat which perisheth, but for that
meat which endureth unto everlasting life, which the
Son of man shall give unto you: for him hath God the
Father sealed. {28} Then said they unto him, What shall
we do, that we might work the works of God? {29}
Jesus answered and said unto them, This is the work of
God, that ye believe on him whom he hath sent."

C. Heathen (Luke 16:19-31)

(Luke 16:19-31) "There was a certain rich man, which
was clothed in purple and fine linen, and fared
sumptuously every day: {20} And there was a certain
beggar named Lazarus, which was laid at his gate, full
of sores, {21} And desiring to be fed with the crumbs
which fell from the rich man's table: moreover the dogs
came and licked his sores. {22} And it came to pass,
that the beggar died, and was carried by the angels into
Abraham's bosom: the rich man also died, and was
buried; {23} And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in
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torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in
his bosom. {24} And he cried and said, Father Abraham,
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip
the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for |
am tormented in this flame. {25} But Abraham said,
Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy
good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now
he is comforted, and thou art tormented. {26} And
beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf
fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you
cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come
from thence. {27} Then he said, | pray thee therefore,
father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's
house: {28} For | have five brethren; that he may testify
unto them, lest they also come into this place of
torment. {29} Abraham saith unto him, They have
Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. {30} And
he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto
them from the dead, they will repent. {31} And he said
unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from
the dead."

1. Sad but true there is more concern and
compassion for the lost in the flames of
Hell than in most church members today.

3. Priority

This is a command for us to comply to:
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(Isaiah 55:6) "Seek ye the LORD while he may be
found, call ye upon him while he is near:"

A. Seek Him early

(Psalms 63:1) "A Psalm of David, when he was in the
wilderness of Judah. O God, thou art my God; early will
| seek thee: my soul thirsteth for thee, my flesh longeth
for thee in a dry and thirsty land, where no water is;"

(Isaiah 26:9) "With my soul have | desired thee in the
night; yea, with my spirit within me will | seek thee
early: for when thy judgments are in the earth, the
inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness."

B. Seek Him humbly

(2 Chronicles 7:14) "If my people, which are called by
my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek
my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will |
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will
heal their land."

C. Seek Him rejoicing
(Psalms 40:16) "Let all those that seek thee rejoice and

be glad in thee: let such as love thy salvation say
continually, The LORD be magnified."
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(Psalms 70:4) "Let all those that seek thee rejoice and
be glad in thee: and let such as love thy salvation say
continually, Let God be magnified."

D. Seek Him daily

(Isa 58:2) "Yet they seek me daily, and delight to know
my ways, as a nation that did righteousness, and
forsook not the ordinance of their God: they ask of me
the ordinances of justice; they take delight in
approaching to God."



