THE KIND OF CHURCH THE LORD

WoULD BUILD
MATTHEW 16

Text: Matt 16:18

(Mat 16:18) "And | say also unto thee, That thou art
Peter, and upon this rock | will build my church; and
the gates of hell shall not prevail against it."

Introduction:

The church is a body of born again properly baptized
believers with Scriptural officers which are pastor and
deacons, organized to meet for worship, to preach the
gospel, to win souls, to carry out the ordinances of
baptism and the Lord's Supper, to teach the Word of
God, to guide, watch over it members.

The Church should be engaged in evangelizing the
sinner, edifying the saints, and exalting the Saviour.

Many today are giving their thoughts about what kind
of church they want to and desire to be a member of.
However, | submit to you that our concern ought to be
whether we are the kind of church God wants us to be.



Notice seven qualities the Lord would like to be present
in our church today.

1. THE LORD WANTS A CHURCH THAT WILL
LOVE HIM

(Rev 2:1-7) "Unto the angel of the church of Ephesus
write; These things saith he that holdeth the seven
stars in his right hand, who walketh in the midst of the
seven golden candlesticks; {2} | know thy works, and
thy labour, and thy patience, and how thou canst not
bear them which are evil: and thou hast tried them
which say they are apostles, and are not, and hast
found them liars: {3} And hast borne, and hast
patience, and for my name's sake hast laboured, and
hast not fainted. {4} Nevertheless | have somewhat
against thee, because thou hast left thy first love. {5}
Remember therefore from whence thou art fallen, and
repent, and do the first works; or else | will come unto
thee quickly, and will remove thy candlestick out of his
place, except thou repent. {6} But this thou hast, that
thou hatest the deeds of the Nicolaitanes, which | also
hate. {7} He that hath an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh
will | give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst
of the paradise of God."

This church was:



= Standing up to the task.
= Standing up for the truth.
= Standingin the test.

Though they had many commendable things God still
had something against them.

They had left their first love.
The Lord wants a church that displays Love.
A. Love must be preeminent (5b)

(Rev 2:5) "Remember therefore from whence thou art
fallen, and repent, and do the first works; or else | will
come unto thee quickly, and will remove thy
candlestick out of his place, except thou repent.”

1. Labor is no substitute for Love

2. Purity is no substitute for Passion

3. Duty is no substitute for Delight

B. Love must be personal



(Rev 2:7) "He that hath an ear, let him hear what the
Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that overcometh
will | give to eat of the tree of life, which is in the midst
of the paradise of God."

Have you lost your first love?
= Your first love for the Saviour
= Your first love for the Scriptures
= Your first love for the Sanctuary

= Your first love for the Second Coming

2. THE LORD WANTS A CHURCH THAT WILL
LEAN UPON HIM

(Rev 2:8-11) "And unto the angel of the church in
Smyrna write; These things saith the first and the last,
which was dead, and is alive; {9} | know thy works, and
tribulation, and poverty, (but thou art rich) and | know
the blasphemy of them which say they are Jews, and
are not, but are the synagogue of Satan. {10} Fear none
of those things which thou shalt suffer: behold, the
devil shall cast some of you into prison, that ye may be
tried; and ye shall have tribulation ten days: be thou
faithful unto death, and | will give thee a crown of life.
{11} He that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit
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saith unto the churches; He that overcometh shall not
be hurt of the second death."

We find that this church was going to soon face the
bitter hatred of the world.

Notice the two things mentioned
A. Persecution of the church
B. Poverty of the church

Though we may go through persecution God is always
dependable.

(Prov 3:5-6) "Trust in the LORD with all thine heart;
and lean not unto thine own understanding. {6} In all
thy ways acknowledge him, and he shall direct thy
paths."

(Phil 4:13) "I can do all things through Christ which
strengtheneth me."

3. THE LORD WANTS A CHURCH THAT WILL
BE LOYAL To HIM

(Rev 2:12-17) "And to the angel of the church in
Pergamos write; These things saith he which hath the
sharp sword with two edges; {13} | know thy works and
where thou dwellest, even where Satan's seat is: and
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thou holdest fast my name, and hast not denied my
faith, even in those days wherein Antipas was my
faithful martyr, who was slain among you, where Satan
dwelleth. {14} But | have a few things against thee,
because thou hast there them that hold the doctrine of
Balaam, who taught Balac to cast a stumblingblock
before the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed
unto idols, and to commit fornication. {15} So hast thou
also them that hold the doctrine of the Nicolaitanes,
which thing | hate. {16} Repent; or else | will come unto
thee quickly, and will fight against them with the sword
of my mouth. {17} He that hath an ear, let him hear
what the Spirit saith unto the churches; To him that
overcometh will | give to eat of the hidden manna, and
will give him a white stone, and in the stone a new
name written, which no man knoweth saving he that
receiveth it."

We find a church here that was drifting into worldliness
and carnality. However God is still looking for a church
that will be loyal to Him.

A. Loyal to His person.

(Rev 2:13) "I know thy works and where thou dwellest,
even where Satan's seat is: and thou holdest fast my
name, and hast not denied my faith, even in those days
wherein Antipas was my faithful martyr, who was slain
among you, where Satan dwelleth."



B. Loyal to His precepts.
C. Loyal to His plan.

(Mat 28:18-20) "And Jesus came and spake unto them,
saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in
earth. {19} Go ye therefore, and teach all nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Ghost: {20} Teaching them to
observe all things whatsoever | have commanded you:
and, lo, | am with you alway, even unto the end of the
world. Amen."

4. THE LORD WANTS A CHURCH THAT WILL
LISTEN To HiM

(Rev 3:18-20) "l counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in
the fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment,
that thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy
nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with
eyesalve, that thou mayest see. {19} As many as | love, |
rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.
{20} Behold, I stand at the door, and knock: if any man
hear my voice, and open the door, | will come in to
him, and will sup with him, and he with me."

5. THE LORD WANTS A CHURCH THAT WILL
LOOK FOR HIM



(Rev 3:1-6) "And unto the angel of the church in Sardis
write; These things saith he that hath the seven Spirits
of God, and the seven stars; | know thy works, that
thou hast a name that thou livest, and art dead. {2} Be
watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that
are ready to die: for | have not found thy works perfect
before God. {3} Remember therefore how thou hast
received and heard, and hold fast, and repent. If
therefore thou shalt not watch, | will come on thee as a
thief, and thou shalt not know what hour | will come
upon thee. {4} Thou hast a few names even in Sardis
which have not defiled their garments; and they shall
walk with me in white: for they are worthy. {5} He that
overcometh, the same shall be clothed in white
raiment; and | will not blot out his name out of the
book of life, but | will confess his name before my
Father, and before his angels. {6} He that hath an ear,
let him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches."

See John 14:1-6

(John 14:1-6) "Let not your heart be troubled: ye
believe in God, believe also in me. {2} In my Father's
house are many mansions: if it were not so, | would
have told you. | go to prepare a place for you. {3} And if
| go and prepare a place for you, | will come again, and
receive you unto myself; that where | am, there ye may
be also. {4} And whither | go ye know, and the way ye
know. {5} Thomas saith unto him, Lord, we know not
whither thou goest; and how can we know the way? {6}
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Jesus saith unto him, | am the way, the truth, and the
life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by me."

A. The Lord's return is sure
B. The Lord's return is soothing

(1 Th 4:16-18) "For the Lord himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel,
and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall
rise first: {17} Then we which are alive and remain shall
be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet
the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the
Lord. {18} Wherefore comfort one another with these
words."

C. The Lord's return is sanctifying

(1 John 3:1-3) "Behold, what manner of love the
Father hath bestowed upon us, that we should be
called the sons of God: therefore the world knoweth us
not, because it knew him not. {2} Beloved, now are we
the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we
shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we
shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is. {3} And
every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself,
even as he is pure."



6. THE LORD WANTS A CHURCH THAT WILL
LABOR FOR HIM

(Rev 3:7-13) "And to the angel of the church in
Philadelphia write; These things saith he that is holy, he
that is true, he that hath the key of David, he that
openeth, and no man shutteth; and shutteth, and no
man openeth; {8} | know thy works: behold, | have set
before thee an open door, and no man can shut it: for
thou hast a little strength, and hast kept my word, and
hast not denied my name. {9} Behold, | will make them
of the synagogue of Satan, which say they are Jews,
and are not, but do lie; behold, | will make them to
come and worship before thy feet, and to know that |
have loved thee. {10} Because thou hast kept the word
of my patience, | also will keep thee from the hour of
temptation, which shall come upon all the world, to try
them that dwell upon the earth. {11} Behold, | come
quickly: hold that fast which thou hast, that no man
take thy crown. {12} Him that overcometh will | make a
pillar in the temple of my God, and he shall go no more
out: and | will write upon him the name of my God, and
the name of the city of my God, which is new
Jerusalem, which cometh down out of heaven from my
God: and | will write upon him my new name. {13} He
that hath an ear, let him hear what the Spirit saith unto
the churches."

This church though it was weak they were still willing.
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A. We have a call from within to labor.

(2 Cor 5:14) "For the love of Christ constraineth us;
because we thus judge, that if one died for all, then
were all dead:"

B. We have a call from without to labor

Many today are seeking something to satisfy that
longing deep within the heart, and would love for just
someone to care enough to share with them the truth.

C. We have a call from beneath to labor

(Luke 16:23-31) "And in hell he lift up his eyes, being in
torments, and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in
his bosom. {24} And he cried and said, Father Abraham,
have mercy on me, and send Lazarus, that he may dip
the tip of his finger in water, and cool my tongue; for |
am tormented in this flame. {25} But Abraham said,
Son, remember that thou in thy lifetime receivedst thy
good things, and likewise Lazarus evil things: but now
he is comforted, and thou art tormented. {26} And
beside all this, between us and you there is a great gulf
fixed: so that they which would pass from hence to you
cannot; neither can they pass to us, that would come
from thence. {27} Then he said, | pray thee therefore,
father, that thou wouldest send him to my father's
house: {28} For | have five brethren; that he may testify
unto them, lest they also come into this place of

-11 -



torment. {29} Abraham saith unto him, They have
Moses and the prophets; let them hear them. {30} And
he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto
them from the dead, they will repent. {31} And he said
unto him, If they hear not Moses and the prophets,
neither will they be persuaded, though one rose from
the dead."

D. A call from above to labor

(Heb 12:1) "Wherefore seeing we also are compassed
about with so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay
aside every weight, and the sin which doth so easily
beset us, and let us run with patience the race that is
set before us,"

7. THE LORD WANTS A CHURCH THAT WILL
LIVE FOR HIM

(Rev 3:14-22) "And unto the angel of the church of the
Laodiceans write; These things saith the Amen, the
faithful and true witness, the beginning of the creation
of God; {15} | know thy works, that thou art neither
cold nor hot: | would thou wert cold or hot. {16} So
then because thou art lukewarm, and neither cold nor
hot, | will spue thee out of my mouth. {17} Because
thou sayest, | am rich, and increased with goods, and
have need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art
wretched, and miserable, and poor, and blind, and
naked: {18} | counsel thee to buy of me gold tried in the
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fire, that thou mayest be rich; and white raiment, that
thou mayest be clothed, and that the shame of thy
nakedness do not appear; and anoint thine eyes with
eyesalve, that thou mayest see. {19} As many as | love, |
rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and repent.
{20} Behold, | stand at the door, and knock: if any man
hear my voice, and open the door, | will come in to
him, and will sup with him, and he with me. {21} To him
that overcometh will | grant to sit with me in my
throne, even as | also overcame, and am set down with
my Father in his throne. {22} He that hath an ear, let
him hear what the Spirit saith unto the churches."

A. The church needs a restoration of
spiritual values (17a)

B. The church needs a restoration of
spiritual vesture (17b)

C. The church needs a restoration of
spiritual vision (17c)
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