MY Two WITNESSES
REVELATION 11

Text: Revelation 11:3

Revelation 11:3

¥ And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall
prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in
sackcloth.

Introduction:

This chapter is a very difficult chapter. Barclay who is a
Bible commentator says that this is the most difficult
and the most important chapter in this book. Difficult
as it may be there are some very important things to
notice in this chapter.

Note:

1. THE TwO WITNESSES

Revelation 11:3-12

® And 1 will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall
prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in
sackcloth. * These are the two olive trees, and the two
candlesticks standing before the God of the earth. > And if any
man will hurt them, fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and
devoureth their enemies: and if any man will hurt them, he must
in this manner be killed. ® These have power to shut heaven, that
it rain not in the days of their prophecy: and have power over
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waters to turn them to blood, and to smite the earth with all
plagues, as often as they will. “ And when they shall have
finished their testimony, the beast that ascendeth out of the
bottomless pit shall make war against them, and shall overcome
them, and kill them.  And their dead bodies shall lie in the street
of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom and Egypt,
where also our Lord was crucified. ® And they of the people and
kindreds and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies three
days and an half, and shall not suffer their dead bodies to be put
in graves. *° And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over
them, and make merry, and shall send gifts one to another;
because these two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the
earth. ' And after three days and an half the Spirit of life from
God entered into them, and they stood upon their feet; and great
fear fell upon them which saw them. *2 And they heard a great
voice from heaven saying unto them, Come up hither. And they
ascended up to heaven in a cloud; and their enemies beheld them.

A. They Are Two Persons
1. They are heard
2. They are handled
3. They are hated

B. They Are Prophets

Revelation 11:3

¥ And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall
prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in
sackcloth.

Revelation 11:6
® These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of
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their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them to
blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they
will.

Revelation 11:10

19 And they that dwell upon the earth shall rejoice over them, and
make merry, and shall send gifts one to another; because these
two prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth.

We don’t know who these individuals are but there are
those who believe that one of these is Elijah.

1. Elijah didn’t experience death.

2. Also note in Malachi what is said
concerning Elijah.

Malachi 3:1-3

! Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall prepare the way
before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, shall suddenly come to
his temple, even the messenger of the covenant, whom ye delight
in: behold, he shall come, saith the LORD of hosts. > But who
may abide the day of his coming? and who shall stand when he
appeareth? for he is like a refiner's fire, and like fullers' soap: *
And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and he shall
purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold and silver, that
they may offer unto the LORD an offering in righteousness.

Malachi 4:5-6

>Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet before the coming of
the great and dreadful day of the LORD: ® And he shall turn the
heart of the fathers to the children, and the heart of the children to
their fathers, lest | come and smite the earth with a curse.



3. Also these individuals are given the
same power to perform the same miracle
that Elijah performed — withholding rain

The other individual is thought to be Enoch.
1. He too never tasted death.

2. Like Elijah, Enoch was a prophet of
judgment.

Jude 1:14-15

4 And Enoch also, the seventh from Adam, prophesied of these,
saying, Behold, the Lord cometh with ten thousands of his saints,
>To execute judgment upon all, and to convince all that are
ungodly among them of all their ungodly deeds which they have
ungodly committed, and of all their hard speeches which ungodly
sinners have spoken against him.

Though these men fit the position, we still are not
certain of who these two witnesses are.

C. They Are Powerful

Revelation 11:3

¥ And I will give power unto my two witnesses, and they shall
prophesy a thousand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in
sackcloth.

Revelation 11:6

® These have power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of
their prophecy: and have power over waters to turn them to
blood, and to smite the earth with all plagues, as often as they
will.
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D. They Are Persecuted

Revelation 11:7

” And when they shall have finished their testimony, the beast
that ascendeth out of the bottomless pit shall make war against
them, and shall overcome them, and kill them.

Like most who take a stand these two were
persecuted, but not destroyed until their task was
finished. They finished their course.

E. They Are Preserved

Revelation 11:11

1 And after three days and an half the Spirit of life from God
entered into them, and they stood upon their feet; and great fear
fell upon them which saw them.

The enemies of God are about to see a great
demonstration of power that the beast cannot equal.

Not only will this miracle result in great fear but notice
the other activity that will add to their terror.

Revelation 11:13

3 And the same hour was there a great earthquake, and the tenth
part of the city fell, and in the earthquake were slain of men
seven thousand: and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory
to the God of heaven.

This glory was not from a heart that had been changed
but rather from individuals that had only been
frightened.



When an individual becomes frightened they will say or
promise most anything. Not because they see
themselves as sinners in need of a Savior, but rather the
possibility of losing their life or someone dear to them.

2. THE THIRD WOE

Revelation 11:14-19

““The second woe is past; and, behold, the third woe cometh
quickly. *> And the seventh angel sounded; and there were great
voices in heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are become
the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his Christ; and he shall reign for
ever and ever. *® And the four and twenty elders, which sat before
God on their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God, *’
Saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art,
and wast, and art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy
great power, and hast reigned. ** And the nations were angry, and
thy wrath is come, and the time of the dead, that they should be
judged, and that thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the
prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear thy name, small
and great; and shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth. *°
And the temple of God was opened in heaven, and there was seen
in his temple the ark of his testament: and there were lightnings,
and voices, and thunderings, and an earthquake, and great hail.

A. The Anticipation of the Kingdom
B. The Acclaim of the King

Revelation 11:16-17

18 And the four and twenty elders, which sat before God on their
seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped God, *’ Saying, We
give thee thanks, O Lord God Almighty, which art, and wast, and
art to come; because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, and
hast reigned.
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C. The Anger of Creation

Revelation 11:18

18 And the nations were angry, and thy wrath is come, and the
time of the dead, that they should be judged, and that thou
shouldest give reward unto thy servants the prophets, and to the
saints, and them that fear thy name, small and great; and
shouldest destroy them which destroy the earth.

Close:

Again for the Christian this is not something that we
will face. But for those alive who have rejected the
gospel will go through these events. May God help us
reach those that God has put in our lives while we have
the opportunity.



