TAKE DILIGENT HEED
JOSHUA 22

Text: Joshua 22:5

Joshua 22:5

>But take diligent heed to do the commandment aedatv,
which Moses the servant of the LORD charged yolg\te the
LORD your God, and to walk in all his ways, anckézp his
commandments, and to cleave unto him, and to $envevith all
your heart and with all your soul.

Introduction:

The soldiers from the tribes of Reuben, Gad, and the
half tribe of Manasseh must have been thrilled when
the conquest of Canaan ended. For over seven years
they had been away from their families on the other
side of the Jordan, and now the victorious soldiers
were free to return home.

But their return home was not without incident. In
fact, what they did, well-meaning as it was, almost
provoked another war.

Notice the events involved and the lessons that we can
learn from them.

1. THEIR HONORABLE DISCHARGE (JOSHUA
22:1-8)

General Joshua:

A. Commended These Soldiers

Joshua 22:1-3

' Then Joshua called the Reubenites, and the Gaalitdshe half
tribe of Manassel,And said unto them, Ye have kept all that
Moses the servant of the LORD commanded you, ane ha
obeyed my voice in all that | commanded ydYe have not left
your brethren these many days unto this day, bug kapt the
charge of the commandment of the LORD your God.

B. Discharged These Soldiers

Joshua 22:4

* And now the LORD your God hath given rest unto your
brethren, as he promised them: therefore now reteyand get
you unto your tentgnd unto the land of your possession, which
Moses the servant of the LORD gave you on the ctigier
Jordan.

C. Admonished These Soldiers

Joshua 22:5

>But take diligent heed to do the commandment aadatv,
which Moses the servant of the LORD charged yoig\te the
LORD your God, and to walk in all his ways, anckéep his
commandments, and to cleave unto him, and to $envevith all
your heart and with all your soul.

D. Blesses These Soldiers
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Joshua 22:6-8

®So0 Joshua blessed them, and sent them away: andiéiné
unto their tents’ Now to theone half of the tribe of Manasseh
Moses had givepossession in Bashan: but unto thether half
thereof gave Joshua among their brethren on ttkésJardan
westward. And when Joshua sent them away alsothetotents,
then he blessed thefhAnd he spake unto them, saying, Return
with much riches unto your tents, and with very muaattle, with
silver, and with gold, and with brass, and witmirand with very
much raiment: divide the spoil of your enemies vyibtur
brethren.

2. THEIR HONEST CONCERN (JOSHUA 22:9-
10)

Joshua 22:9-10
° And the children of Reuben and the children of @ad the half
tribe of Manasseh returned, and departed fromhidren of

Israel out of Shiloh, whicksin the land of Canaan, to go unto the

country of Gilead, to the land of their possesswinereof they
were possessed, according to the word of the LORIDddhand

of Moses® And when they came unto the borders of Jordan, that

arein the land of Canaan, the children of Reubenthad
children of Gad and the half tribe of Manassehthihére an altar
by Jordan, a great altar to see to.

3. THEIR HUMBLE SUBMISSION (JOSHUA
22:11-29)

A. The Alarm

Joshua 22:11-14

1 And the children of Israel heard say, Behold, thideen of

Reuben and the children of Gad and the half triddanasseh
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have built an altar over against the land of Canamtine borders
of Jordan, at the passage of the children of Istaghd when the
children of Israel heardf it, the whole congregation of the
children of Israel gathered themselves togeth&hdoh, to go up
to war against thent®> And the children of Israel sent unto the
children of Reuben, and to the children of Gad, tanithe half
tribe of Manasseh, into the land of Gilead, Phisetha son of
Eleazar the priest! And with him ten princes, of each chief
house a prince throughout all the tribes of Israsl each one
was an head of the house of their fathers among thestémds of
Israel.

A. Their Appeal

Joshua 22:15-20

> And they came unto the children of Reuben, antiéachildren
of Gad, and to the half tribe of Manasseh, untdahd of Gilead,
and they spake with them, sayifgThus saith the whole
congregation of the LORD, What trespésthis that ye have
committed against the God of Israel, to turn away day from
following the LORD, in that ye have builded youaltar, that ye
might rebel this day against the LORB?s the iniquity of Peor
too little for us, from which we are not cleansetilLthis day,
although there was a plague in the congregatidcheof ORD,*
But that ye must turn away this day from followitng LORD?
and it will be,seeing ye rebel to day against the LORD, that to
morrow he will be wroth with the whole congregatiafrisrael.*®
Notwithstanding, if the land of your possessii@uncleanthen
pass ye over unto the land of the possession df@#D,
wherein the LORD'S tabernacle dwelleth, and talesession
among us: but rebel not against the LORD, nor rafainst us,
in building you an altar beside the altar of theRDour God*°
Did not Achan the son of Zerah commit a trespasberaccursed
thing, and wrath fell on all the congregation ohi? and that
man perished not alone in his iniquity.

C. The Argument



Joshua 22:21-29

! Then the children of Reuben and the children of &adithe
half tribe of Manasseh answered, and said untbelaes of the
thousands of Israef> The LORD God of gods, the LORD God of
gods, he knoweth, and Israel he shall knowt;be in rebellion,

or if in transgression against the LORD, (saveaisthis day,}*
That we have built us an altar to turn from follagithe LORD,
or if to offer thereon burnt offering or meat offey, or if to offer
peace offerings thereon, let the LORD himself resjitj ** And

if we have notather done it for fear othis thing, saying, In time
to come your children might speak unto our childsaying,
What have ye to do with the LORD God of Isra@IPor the
LORD hath made Jordan a border between us andygou,
children of Reuben and children of Gad; ye havearbin the
LORD: so shall your children make our children esiem
fearing the LORD? Therefore we said, Let us now prepare to
build us an altar, not for burnt offering, nor facrifice:* But
that it may be a withess between us, and you, and our generations
after us, that we might do the service of the LObdIore him
with our burnt offerings, and with our sacrificesid with our
peace offerings; that your children may not saguochildren in
time to come, Ye have no part in the LORBTherefore said we,
that it shall be, when they showdad say to us or to our
generations in time to come, that we may again, Behold the
pattern of the altar of the LORD, which our fatherade, not for
burnt offerings, nor for sacrifices; but #a witness between us
and you® God forbid that we should rebel against the LORD,
and turn this day from following the LORD, to buda altar for
burnt offerings, for meat offerings, or for saaés, beside the
altar of the LORD our God th&t before his tabernacle.

4. THEIR HAPPY AGREEMENT (JOSHUA
22:30-34

Joshua 22:30-34

%0 And when Phinehas the priest, and the princeseof th
congregation and heads of the thousands of Isiaiehwere

with him, heard the words that the children of Rsublnd the
children of Gad and the children of Manasseh spakéased
them.* And Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest saial thet
children of Reuben, and to the children of Gad, tanthe

children of Manasseh, This day we perceive thattbBDis
among us, because ye have not committed this Beggminst

the LORD: now ye have delivered the children ch¢drout of the
hand of the LORD* And Phinehas the son of Eleazar the priest,
and the princes, returned from the children of Reuland from

the children of Gad, out of the land of Gilead,autite land of
Canaan, to the children of Israel, and brought themd again®
And the thing pleased the children of Israel; drechildren of
Israel blessed God, and did not intend to go umagéem in
battle, to destroy the land wherein the childreRetiben and

Gad dwelt* And the children of Reuben and the children of Gad
called the altaEd: for it shall be a witness between us that the
LORD is God.



