WHAT DOES THE FUTURE HOLD
MATTHEW 24

Text:

(Matthew 24:1-3) And Jesus went out, and departed
from the temple: and his disciples came to him for to
show him the buildings of the temple. {2} And Jesus
said unto them, See ye not all these things? verily | say
unto you, There shall not be left here one stone upon
another, that shall not be thrown down. {3} And as he
sat upon the mount of Olives, the disciples came unto
him privately, saying, Tell us, when shall these things
be? and what shall be the sign of thy coming, and of
the end of the world?

Introduction:

Every Bible student is thrilled to be able to read about
events that are still future. Only in the Bible is the
future unfolded. In this lesson, we shall consider some
of these events in the order in which they will happen.

1. CHRIST'S COMING FOR HIS SAINTS

(1 Thessalonians 4:13-18) But | would not have you to
be ignorant, brethren, concerning them which are
asleep, that ye sorrow not, even as others which have
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no hope. {14} For if we believe that Jesus died and rose
again, even so them also which sleep in Jesus will God
bring with him. {15} For this we say unto you by the
word of the Lord, that we which are alive and remain
unto the coming of the Lord shall not prevent them
which are asleep. {16} For the Lord himself shall
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of
the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the
dead in Christ shall rise first: {17} Then we which are
alive and remain shall be caught up together with them
in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall
we ever be with the Lord. {18} Wherefore comfort one
another with these words.

2. THE TRIBULATION

(Matthew 24:5-31) For many shall come in my name,
saying, | am Christ; and shall deceive many. {6} And ye
shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be
not troubled: for all these things must come to pass,
but the end is not yet. {7} For nation shall rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall
be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers
places. {8} All these are the beginning of sorrows. {9}
Then shall they deliver you up to be afflicted, and shall
kill you: and ye shall be hated of all nations for my
name's sake. {10} And then shall many be offended,
and shall betray one another, and shall hate one
another. {11} And many false prophets shall rise, and
shall deceive many. {12} And because iniquity shall
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abound, the love of many shall wax cold. {13} But he
that shall endure unto the end, the same shall be
saved. {14} And this gospel of the kingdom shall be
preached in all the world for a witness unto all nations;
and then shall the end come. {15} When ye therefore
shall see the abomination of desolation, spoken of by
Daniel the prophet, stand in the holy place, (whoso
readeth, let him understand:) {16} Then let them which
be in Judaea flee into the mountains: {17} Let him
which is on the housetop not come down to take any
thing out of his house: {18} Neither let him which is in
the field return back to take his clothes. {19} And woe
unto them that are with child, and to them that give
suck in those days! {20} But pray ye that your flight be
not in the winter, neither on the sabbath day: {21} For
then shall be great tribulation, such as was not since
the beginning of the world to this time, no, nor ever
shall be. {22} And except those days should be
shortened, there should no flesh be saved: but for the
elect's sake those days shall be shortened. {23} Then if
any man shall say unto you, Lo, here is Christ, or there;
believe it not. {24} For there shall arise false Christs,
and false prophets, and shall show great signs and
wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall
deceive the very elect. {25} Behold, | have told you
before. {26} Wherefore if they shall say unto you,
Behold, he is in the desert; go not forth: behold, he is in
the secret chambers; believe it not. {27} For as the
lightning cometh out of the east, and shineth even
unto the west; so shall also the coming of the Son of
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man be. {28} For wheresoever the carcase is, there will
the eagles be gathered together. {29} Immediately
after the tribulation of those days shall the sun be
darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and
the stars shall fall from heaven, and the powers of the
heavens shall be shaken: {30} And then shall appear
the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all
the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the
Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power
and great glory. {31} And he shall send his angels with a
great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather
together his elect from the four winds, from one end of
heaven to the other.

3. CHRIST'S COMING TO REIGN

(Malachi 4:1-3) For, behold, the day cometh, that shall
burn as an oven; and all the proud, yea, and all that do
wickedly, shall be stubble: and the day that cometh
shall burn them up, saith the LORD of hosts, that it shall
leave them neither root nor branch. {2} But unto you
that fear my name shall the Sun of righteousness arise
with healing in his wings; and ye shall go forth, and
grow up as calves of the stall. {3} And ye shall tread
down the wicked; for they shall be ashes under the
soles of your feet in the day that | shall do this, saith
the LORD of hosts.



4. THE MILLENNIUM

(Isaiah 32:1) Behold, a king shall reign in
righteousness, and princes shall rule in judgment.
(Isaiah 35:1-7) The wilderness and the solitary place
shall be glad for them; and the desert shall rejoice, and
blossom as the rose. {2} It shall blossom abundantly,
and rejoice even with joy and singing: the glory of
Lebanon shall be given unto it, the excellency of Carmel
and Sharon, they shall see the glory of the LORD, and
the excellency of our God. {3} Strengthen ye the weak
hands, and confirm the feeble knees. {4} Say to them
that are of a fearful heart, Be strong, fear not: behold,
your God will come with vengeance, even God with a
recompense; he will come and save you. {5} Then the
eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the
deaf shall be unstopped. {6} Then shall the lame man
leap as an hart, and the tongue of the dumb sing: for in
the wilderness shall waters break out, and streams in
the desert. {7} And the parched ground shall become a
pool, and the thirsty land springs of water: in the
habitation of dragons, where each lay, shall be grass
with reeds and rushes.

(Isaiah 65:17-25) For, behold, | create new heavens
and a new earth: and the former shall not be
remembered, nor come into mind. {18} But be ye glad
and rejoice for ever in that which | create: for, behold, |
create Jerusalem a rejoicing, and her people a joy. {19}
And | will rejoice in Jerusalem, and joy in my people:
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and the voice of weeping shall be no more heard in
her, nor the voice of crying. {20} There shall be no
more thence an infant of days, nor an old man that
hath not filled his days: for the child shall die an
hundred years old; but the sinner being an hundred
years old shall be accursed. {21} And they shall build
houses, and inhabit them; and they shall plant
vineyards, and eat the fruit of them. {22} They shall not
build, and another inhabit; they shall not plant, and
another eat: for as the days of a tree are the days of my
people, and mine elect shall long enjoy the work of
their hands. {23} They shall not labour in vain, nor bring
forth for trouble; for they are the seed of the blessed
of the LORD, and their offspring with them. {24} And it
shall come to pass, that before they call, | will answer;
and while they are yet speaking, | will hear. {25} The
wolf and the lamb shall feed together, and the lion
shall eat straw like the bullock: and dust shall be the
serpent's meat. They shall not hurt nor destroy in all
my holy mountain, saith the LORD.

5. THE JUDGMENT OF THE GREAT WHITE
THRONE

(Revelation 20:11-15) And | saw a great white throne,
and him that sat on it, from whose face the earth and
the heaven fled away; and there was found no place
for them. {12} And | saw the dead, small and great,
stand before God; and the books were opened: and
another book was opened, which is the book of life:
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and the dead were judged out of those things which
were written in the books, according to their works.
{13} And the sea gave up the dead which were in it;
and death and hell delivered up the dead which were
in them: and they were judged every man according to
their works. {14} And death and hell were cast into the
lake of fire. This is the second death. {15} And
whosoever was not found written in the book of life
was cast into the lake of fire.

6. ETERNITY

(Revelation 21:1-8) And | saw a new heaven and a new
earth: for the first heaven and the first earth were
passed away; and there was no more sea. {2} And |
John saw the holy city, new Jerusalem, coming down
from God out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband. {3} And | heard a great voice out of
heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with
men, and he will dwell with them, and they shall be his
people, and God himself shall be with them, and be
their God. {4} And God shall wipe away all tears from
their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither
sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more
pain: for the former things are passed away. {5} And he
that sat upon the throne said, Behold, | make all things
new. And he said unto me, Write: for these words are
true and faithful. {6} And he said unto me, It is done. |
am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the end. | will
give unto him that is athirst of the fountain of the
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water of life freely. {7} He that overcometh shall inherit
all things; and | will be his God, and he shall be my son.
{8} But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the
abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and
sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their
part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone:
which is the second death.



